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from horseback, he can arrest the most savage bull in its mad course, or lasso on foot the swiftest horse as it gallops from the corral by whatever leg he chooses. Meanwhile he has learned to kill, cut up, and cook sheep and cattle, to make horse gear from raw hide, and his education is complete."
The craucho practically spends his lite on horseback. He rests on two legs and travels on four On the fence in front of the farm there is always a number of saddles ready for use for no one ever walks if he can help it A man springs on a horse to go a hundred yards, and even the beggars do their begging on horseback. The horse is not a mere luxury ; it is a necessity, for the ranches are so large and the" distances from place to place are so great, that travelling on foot would be quite impossible; and the animals, whether cattle or the beasts of the chase, are so %et of foot that they could never be caught except by men mounted on the swiftest
steeds.,
'""" For months together the gauchos eat nothing but beef, but they eat a very large proportion of fat. It is perhaps due to the meat diet that they can go so long without food. It is said that some gaucho soldiers once, voluntarily, pursued a party of Indians for three days without eating or drinking.
From  time  to  time   the   cattle  must  be